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recommended an amendment of the law to legalize abortion for
serious reasons of health. There can be no doubt as to the
desirability of such an amendment.
(4) Eugenic abortion, i.e., an abortion performed to prevent
the birth of a child likely to inherit serious physical or mental
disabilities.    This, too, has been made lawful in a number of
countries, though the list is considerably shorter than for thera-
peutic abortion : Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Rumania,
Soviet Russia, Sweden.1   As in the case of sterilization, with
which these abortion laws are sometimes organically linked up,
no complete uniformity exists in defining the term <c eugenic ".
The principle itself, however, is sound, and it is to be regretted
that the Report of 1939, not courageous enough to follow the
example of the Brock Report, for reasons which cannot be
regarded as adequate refused to make corresponding recommen-
dations for abortion.2   Although the position is not exactly the
same here as for sterilization, the case for eugenic abortion when
all is said, seems hardly less strong.    In countries with compulsory
sterilization it is easy to make abortion in such cases dependent
on subsequent sterilization, but even where sterilization is on a
voluntary basis it might be possible in suitable cases to permit
abortion only when sterilization has been  agreed  to  by the
woman.3
(c) Abortion for ethical or humanitarian reasons : This refers to
pregnancies resulting from sexual crimes, as rape, incest, un-
lawful carnal knowledge. Such abortions have been made
lawful in Argentine, Denmark, Iceland, Latvia, Poland, and
Sweden. Here again, no complete uniformity exists with regard
to the scope of the exemption and the essential requirements,
The attitude of the Report on Abortion, although sympathetic in
principle, is largely negative in its practical recommendations.4
With its view that incest should, as such, provide no justification
one might possibly agree, provided eugenic abortions should
become legal Even here, if the interests of the children resulting
from incestuous intercourse are duly considered, one might feel
inclined to take the opposite view.5 With regard to rape, how-
ever, the only reason why the Report felt unable to recommend
any change in the law was the difficulty of securing the necessary
1 The Report on Abortion, p, 164, and M. Hodann, History of Modern Morals,
p. 230, further refer to the Swiss Canton of Vaud.
2 Report on Abortion, p. 90.
3 See also Tausslg, pp. 317 et seq.          4 Pp. 86 and 123.
6 See the Minority Report by Mrs. Dorothy Thurtle, p* 148,